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Presentations Explained

Presentation What this means Development age of 
an 18 year old adult

Cause and consequence 
thinking

Impulsive, emotional, poor comprehension 
of meaning or impact of behavior on self and 
others

7 year old

Concentration Easily distracted and confused under pressure, 
propensity to obsessions	

8 year old

Decision-making Difficulty understanding or following concept of 
rules, past experiences/lessons 	

11 year old

Learning Disability Levels of presenting behaviors can be mild, 
moderate or severe

6 - 16 year old

Impaired neuro-
transmitters

The neural pathways for thought processing 
are weak or damaged

6 - 16 year old

Instruction processing Delayed processing speed to instructions, 
cannot draw a relationship between words and 
actions

8 year old

Planning ahead Unable to reach idea of goal setting or 
completion of tasks

8 year old

Retention memory recall Struggles with short and long term memory 
recollection

6 year old

Sensitivity to sensory 
input

Extremes of sensations about light, sound, 
clothing or food

6 year old

Susceptible to anxiety 
and depression

Reduced emotional maturity, can be violence 
or trauma informed

11 year old

Misinterpreted as 
non-compliant in a 
system of rewards and 
punishment	

Do not understand what is expected or 
meaning of ‘misbehavior’, pronounced flight or 
fight response

7 year old

Vulnerable to 
manipulation, substance 
abuse or crime

Low self-esteem, trusting, poor understanding 
of difference between being liked and being 
used, poor judgment or common sense

7 year old
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